





SouTH SACRAMENTO COUNTY
AGRICULTURE AND HABITAT LANDS
WATER REcYCLING PRrROJECT

This project, as envisioned, would send recycled water from the
treatment plant through a pipeline to an agricultural area south of Elk

Grove and north of the Cosumnes River.

Initially approximately 2,000 acres of agricultural land, producing crops
not for human consumption, would be irrigated with recycled water,

putting about 10,000 acre feet of water to beneficial use each year. This is roughly equivalent to the
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amount of water needed to serve 20,000 homes.
Agricultural lands that use recycled water can also
create attractive new habitat for species such as the
endangered/threatened Swainson’s Hawk and such

lands might be designated for conservation and
mitigation purposes.

During the wet months when irrigation is not
needed, water would continue to be treated at

the treatment plant and discharged to the
Sacramento River.

Cosumnes River Flow Restoration

The Cosumnes is the only remaining free
flowing river on the western slope of the
Sierra Nevada; unfortunately, the lower part
of the river runs dry for portions of the year,
preventing the reestablishment of migratory
fish species such as salmon and steelhead. It
is clearly understood that the decline of the
fish populations can be helped by restoring
flow and habitat. Recycled water may be able

to restore some of the natural flows to the
Cosumnes River.

Such a project would also support the
Cosumnes River Watershed's rich history.
Native Americans first began populating
the watershed 4,000 years ago, and it is
estimated that at one time approximately
11,000 Miwoks lived in the Cosumnes
region. Today, the Miwok people within the
Cosumnes River watershed are taking efforts
to preserve their history.














